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DEFENCE 


CHRISTIANITY 
| Againſt the 


Power of ENTHUSIASM: 


R. Thomas Bradbury having thought 

Dong . fit in his Chriſtian Wiſdom, open- 
Sha: ly, and in the Face of the World, 
1 3 to renounce all Pretenſions to Rea- 
fon; it will perhaps be look d upon 
as needleſs, and to no purpoſe, to urge him far- 
ther with any thing of Argument or Reaſon 
againſt what he advances. But tho it cannot 


be expected that this Gentleman ſhould hearken 
B to 


2 


(2) 
fo any thing of Reaſon; yet it may not be az 
miſs to take a little notice of him, for the ſake 
of thoſe who are not quite ſo much beſides 
themſelves, and who may be diſpos'd, in ſpite 
of Mr. Bradbury, to exerciſe their Reaſon in 
Matters of Faith. I am very well perſuaded 


that many of thoſe who permit Mr. Bradbury 


to eſpouſe their Cavſe,. would willingly: be 
thought what they really are, ſober, and in 
their right Senſes 3 and upon this foot I hope to 
convince them that they ought not to follow, 
nor even to {uffer this blind Reviler, who in 
the Heat of his Imagination has loſt not only his 
Reaſon, but his Faith too; becauſe he has loſt 
himſelf, Very hard indeed would be the Caſe, 
if the Faith of the Goſpel ſhould oblige Men to 
renounce the only thing that diſtinguiſhes them 
from the Beaſts, and makes them capable of 


any Religion at all. And ſince *tis Reaſon a- 


lone which puts vs into a Capacity of receiving 
any thing as a divine Revelation, in order to 
eternal Lite and Happineſs, and without which 
we could neither know God nor enjoy him; 
1 would hope that very few who bear the 
Chriſtian Name can ever be tempted to join 
with Mr. Bradbury in lampooning their Creator 


for making them rational. This ſublime Be- 


liever being got above the Force of Evidence 
and rational Conviction, is certainly out of 
reach; and ſince he ſcorns to be diſputed with, 
and cannot bear the Affront, I would not be 
thought in what follows to ſpeak one word to 
Mr. Bradbury : I ſpeak only to thoſe who think 
themſelves obliged to hearken to Reaſon, and 
therefore I am ſure that Mr. Bradbury cannot 


with any Senſe or Conſiſtency look upon himſelf 


as concerned. However, if any thing | — 
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here ſay ſhould chance to throw this poor Gen- 
tleman into new ſurprizing Fits, attended with 
farther ill Symptoms; if his irreconcilable E- 
nemy Reaſon ſhould happen to find him out 
in his dark Receſſes, and diſturb the Repoſe of 
his beloved Frenzy; I can only adviſe his, Ad- 
verſaries to look to themſelves, and beſcech his 
prudent Friends, if he has any ſuch left, to take 
a little care of him; ſince it muſt be now evi- 
dent to the whole World, that a Man under 
his Circumſtances ought not to be truſted with 
a Pen in his Hand. 


IN my Poſtſcript to the Letter of Enthuſiaſm, 
I made it appear that Mr. Bradbury, in what he 
had publiſhed under your Patro.age, had be- 
tray'd and given up the Chriſtian Cauſe, expoſed 
Religion to Contempt, and left himſclf nao Ground 
or Principle upon which he could poilibly fup- 
port the Goſpel Revelation againſt Deiſts and 
Infidels. This, which 1 endeavour'd at leaſt 
with ſome Appearance of Reaſon to make good 
againſt him, he has neither had the Honour to 
retract, nor the Courage to defend; but W 
too infallible for the one, and too weak an 
inſufficient for the other, he has choſen rather 
to perſiſt in the old Strain, without taking the 
leaſt notice of what had been urg'd againſt him, 
and has thereby given the World a new Speci- 
men how far Reaſon and Common Senſe may be 
loſt in the Wilds of Enthuſiaſm. 


HIS laſt Fifth of November Sermon, con- 
cerning the Nature of Faith, muſt 1 think 


be allow'd as one of the moſt extraordinary 


rerftormances that has ever appear'd in the En- 
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(4) 
thuſiaſtick way. He has at length in his own 
Imagination obtain'd a complete Victory over 
Reaſon, and put himſelf for ever out of the 
power and reach of this Enemy. Reaſon, it 
ſeems, has awaken'd all his Rage, by offering 
Violence to bis Faith; and therefore he has 


vow'd Revenge, that Reaſon ſhall die the Death. 
He ſaw very well that nothing but Reaſon ſtood 


in his way, and that his Argument could no more 
conſiſt with it than his Faith. Having therefore 
heroickly executed his Vengeance upon Reaſon, 
as a Traitor and a mortal Enemy, he ſets up 
Faith as a blind infallible Guide, in oppoſition 
to the Law of Nature, and the common Senſe 
of Mankind. 


FAITH is, acording to him, in all re-. 
ſpects contradictory to Reaſon, Tis an Obe- 
dience to Commands that Reaſon cannot comply 
with; a Dependance upon Promiſes that Rea- 
ſon cannot ſubſcribe to; a continual Regard 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who to Reaſon is a Stone of 
ſtumbling; and a Repoſe of Soul upon Hea- 
ven and Immortality, which to Reaſon is all 
Enthuſiaſm. - 


BEFORE I proceed to examine what he 
has offer'd in proof of theſe grand Abſurdities, 
I ſhall firſt ſettle the Meaning of the Terms, 
and lay down the common Principles upon which 
this whole Matter depends, | 


BY Reaſon then is ever underſtood, either, 


1. The intellectual Faculty it ſelf, by which we 


are enabled to perceive and judge of the Na- 
ture and Relations of things, and to diſtinguiſh 


between Truth and Falſhood. Or elſe, 2. The 
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objective Evidence, or rational Proof, in which 


Truth is propoſed and aſſented to by the 
Underſtanding. Faith is an Aſſent of the 
Underſtanding to the Truth of a Propoſition 
upon credible Teſtimony; which credible Teſ- 
timony is in this caſe the objective Evidence or 
rational Ground of Truth. To oppoſe Faith to 
Reaſon then is to deſtroy it, and loſe its very 
Nature and Eſſence. And hence the Author of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, defining that Faith 
which is there conſider'd, and ſo highly recom- 
mended, calls it the Evidence, %«yyo, the Ar- 
gument, the Reaſon, or convincing Proof of 
thoſe inviſible things. Where every one muſt 
ſee that the Word Faith is taken objectively for 
the Doctrine of Faith, i. e. the ſure Word and 
Teſtimony of God, which is the objective Evi- 
dence or rational Proof to our Underſtanding 
and Reaſon that the things thus atteſted are 
true, Now tho Matters of Faith may be diſ- 
tinguiſh'd from Principles of Reaſon, on account 
of the different way and manner of conveying 


thoſe different Truths to the Mind, yet they can- 


not poſſibly be oppoſite or contradictory to each 
other; becauſe Truth in its whole Frame and 
Connexion muſt be neceſſarily conſiſtent with 
it ſelf: and *tis evidently impoſſible that one 
thing which is true ſhould be repugnant or con- 
tradictory to any thing elſe that is at the ſame 
time true. And from hence *tis plain, that no- 
thing can be true as a Matter of Faith, that is 
inconſiſtent with, or repugnant to, any clear 
eſtabliſhed Principle of Reaſon ; ſince to affirm 
this muſt neceſſarily deſtroy the Nature and 
Foundation of Truth, which muſt in its whole 
Frame and Connexion be perfectly conſiſtent, 
or elſe there can be no ſuch thing as Truth at 75 
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(6) 
To ſuppoſe that a thing may be true as 1 
matter of Faith, and capable of being receiy'd 
and aſſented to upon Teſtimony, whether it 
be credible or incredible, poſſible or im poſſible 
in the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing it ſelf, 
is an extremity to which none have been ever 
driven but thoſe who have defended Traaſub- 
ſtantiation, or ſomething of the ſame Nature; 
and who rather than owa themlelves fallible or 
miſtaken, have reſolved to facher their Abſur- 


dities and ContradiQions upon the Spirit of 


Truth. I muſt here obſerve farther, that this 
Propoſition, viz. Whatever God reveals 1s true, 
or, Whatever God commands isjreaſonable and 
fit to be done; this I ſay is not properly a 


matter of Faith, but a principle of Reaſon, 


Nothing can be more certain or demonſtrable 
than this, that God cannot lye, and that it muſt 
be our higheſt Wiſdom and Intereſt to be- 
lieve and obey him, That God can neither 
deceive nor be deceiv'd, is one of the firſt and 
moſt evident Principles of Reaſon and natural 
Religion. Here then we depend upon no Tel- 
timony, the thing is properly an object of 
Knowledge or Certainty, and not a Matter of 
mere Belief. There is a vaſt difference betwixt 
this Propoſition, God cannot lye, and this, Men 
cannot be miſtaken - and *tis the certain Charac- 
teriſtick of an Enthuſiaſt to ſubſtitute one for 
the other; to confound his own fallible Opinion 
or Senſe of Scripture with the certain infallible 
Word of God, and then condema all as Unbe- 
lievers, Antiſcripturiſts, and Oppoſers of the 
Truth of God, who are not of his Mind, or 
on cannot underſtand the Scripture in his 
Senne. 
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HAVING premiſed thus much, I may 
now lay down the great univerſal Principle or 
Law of Reafon, by which all rational intel- 
ligent Creatures are eternally and indiſpen- 
ſably bound; which is this, That every rea- 
ſonable Creature, under all poſſible Circum- 
ſtances, ought to determine his Judgment and 
Choice by the Evidence of Truth to his Un- 
derſtanding, ſuch as it ſhall appear to him af- 
ter a ſincere impartial Enquiry; and in con- 
ſequence of this ſteadily purſue the greateſt 
Good he can apprehend himſelf capable of, 
and deſigned for. This Principle is as demon- 
ſtrable from the Nature of Things as the Being 
of a God, and therefore muſt be allow'd as a 
Principle of Reaſon. He who acts upon this 
Principle as here ſuppoſed muſt be a faithful 
Perſon, or a truly virtuous and good Man, in 
the ſenſe of any particular moral Diſpenſation 
whatever, under which he may be placed for 
the Trial of his Obedience, A Conduct 
ſuitable to this univerſal unchangeable Law 
of Reaſon, is what 1, and all the World who 
are under no neceſſity to the contrary, mean 


by a rational Conduct, or acting agrecable to 


Reaſon. And herein evidently confiſt the high- 
ſt Wiſdom and Virtue, Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs of Men and Angels. No Man can re- 
ceive any thing as a Revelation from God, or 


be influenced by the future Proſpects of Reli- 
gion, or the Sanctions of eternal Life and Death, 


but by acting in conformity to this natural 
immutable Law of God and Reaſon. Under 
every Diſpenſation of God's Providence and 
Grace, this general Principle or Law will deter- 
mine the particular Obligation of the rational 

| | Subject, 
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(8) 
Subject, which therefore muſt be one and the 
ſame throughout the whole intellectual World, 
Now in conſequence of this, it may be proper 
to obſerve here (before I paſs to a more par- 
ticular account' of our dark Preacher) that 
there are two diſtin and contrary Principles of 
Self-determination, by which Men are goveraed 
and directed in their different and contrary 
Choice and Practice, viz, the Light of Truth, 
or the objective Evidence of Things to the Un- 
derſtanding, on the one hand; and on the 
other, the Weight or Impulſe of bodily Plea- 
fare and Pain, annex'd to the ſeveral Appetites 
and Paſſions, as the neceſſary Effect and Im- 
preſſion of material Obje&s. The one of theſe 
is the rational Principle of Self-determination, 
and the other the brutal or irrational, And 
*tis in conſequence of a Man's determining 
himſelf upon one or the other of theſe con- 
trary Principles, that his Conduct is denomi- 
nated either wiſe, rational, and virtuous, or 
fooliſh, irrational, and wicked. The Beaſts 
who have no Capacity of abſtracting their Ideas, 
or of reaſoning about the Nature and Conſe- 
quences of things, are unavoidably determined 
by the Impreſſions of material Objects upon 
their Senſes, Appetites and Paſſions, without 
any Power of diverting or over-ruling the De- 
terminations : a Beaſt will ſtruggle and uſe all 
his Efforts againſt Pain, or to get rid of any 
Preſent uneaſineſs, tho it ſhould be neceſſary to 
{ave his Life, becauſe you cannot convince him 
that what he now ſuffers is for his real Ad- 
vantage, and will turn to his future Ac- 
count. And this is the very Principle of Self- 
determination and Conduct in brutiſh and un- 
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dued with rational Faculties, which if they 


would exerciſe as they ought, muſt direct them 
to an infinitely greater Good than the preſent 
gratifications of Senſe and Appetite, even the 
Joys and Glories of Eternity as reveal'd to our 
Underſtandings in the Goſpel, and made the 
Objects of a rational Faith and Hope: but theſe 
they overlook and diſregard; in oppoſition to 
all Reaſon, they give up themſelves to the in- 
fluence and blind impulſe of their Appetites and 


Paſſions, and ſo are determined like the Beaſts 
by the pleaſurable or painful Impreſſions of 


material ſenſible Objects. Here then the Prin- 
ciple of Self- determination is the ſame in the 


Man and in the Beaſt: but the difference lies in 


this, that in the one it is owing to Nature 
and Neceſſity, whereas in the other it is the 
Conſequence of a fooliſh and unreaſonable, but 
yet free and unneceſſitated, Choice, This 
weight and impulſe of the Appetites and Paſ- 
ſions, and the Biaſs thereby given towards the 
Pleaſures and Enjoyments of Senſe, is what St. 
Paul calls the Law in the Members, the carnal 
Mind, the natural or animal Man, &c. which 
we are to ſubdue and mortify by Faith and Self- 
denial, i. e. by overbearing and reſiſting the 


brutal Principle of Senſe, Appetite and 


blind Impulſe, and determining our ſelves by 
the contrary Principle of rational Evidence, 
and intellectual Pleaſure, and a regard to the 
Directions the Spirit has given us in the Re- 
velation of the Divine Will. 


THE Capacity of doing this in reaſonable 
Creatures is the Foundation of all moral Go- 
vernmeat, without which there could be no 
luch thing as a ſtate of Probation in order to 
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any future Rewards or Puniſhmenfs; and the 


actual exerciſe of ſuch a Power by the Helps 
and Aſſiſtances which God has given us, is the 
very Point, in which conſiſt all Faith, Virtue, 
and true Religion. 


1 HAVE choſen to give this ſhort account 
of the common Principles of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, and to caſt them here together in one 
View, that the Reader may be the more eaſily 
let into the true ſtate of the Controverſy, 
and be the better able to judge from what 


follows, whether Mr. Bradbury bas given a 


right Account of the Nature of Faith. 


HERE then to give a general Specimen 
of this Gentleman's method of proving Things, 
and to let the Reader ſee what he is to ex- 
pect from him, I ſhall ſet down the doctrinal 
Part of his Diſcovryſe in its whole Order and 
Connexion. Having obſerved in the opening 
of his Text, that the Faith mentioned in the 
11th to.the Hebrews, the Faith in which thoſe 
holy Men died, and by which the Elders ob- 
tain d a good Report, was converſant about 
diſtant and inviſible Things, or that the Ob- 
ject of it was ſomething beyond the preſent 
reach of Senſe, he from hence takes occaſion 
to lay down four Riddles, or Paradoxes, as 
containing both the Theory and Practice of 
his Myſterious Faith. 


PAGE 6, 7. „There were four things 


their Faith, by which it appear'd how much 
they converſcd with Inviſbles and Futu- 
<«rities: | 
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„ 1, Their Obedience to thoſe Commands 
« that Reaſon could not comply with. 

« 2, Their Dependance upon thoſe Promiſes 
« that Reaſon could not ſabſcribe to. 
« 3. Their continual Regard to Chriſt Jeſus 
« who to Reaſon is a Stone of Stumbling. 
« And, © | 

« 4. Their great Repoſe of Soul upon Hea- 
« yen and Immortality, which to Reaſoa is 
« all Enthuſiaſm.” 


TO this he immediately ſubjoins. © It is 
Very evident from thoſe Examples that the 
« Apoltle brings into his Record, that theſe 
« are the things for which they have obrair'd 
“ good Report: and therefore theirs cold 
« by no means be call'd a rational Religion, 
« in the ſenſe the word now bears among us. 
« Their Faith was employ'd in Duties that 
« Reaſon oppoſed, and upon Promiſes that 
* Reaſon ſuſpected, and about a Saviour 
* whoſe Perſon, Nature, Offices, and Erraud, 
« are to the Natural Man, i. e. to Reaſon, 
« no better than Fooliſhneſs.” But how comes 
this to be ſo very evident? And why could 


not theirs be a rational Rebigion in the ſenſe the 


word now bears among us? | am ſure be has 
yet given no Reaſon for it; and perhaps he 
will think it very unreaſonable in any one to 
expect it after he has declar'd himſelf fo in- 
tirely againſt the uſe of Reaſon, All that he 
does here, is purely to aſſert the ſame Abſur- 
dity three times over in different words; 


from which triple Declaration of his own, he 


concludes that the thing to be proved 1s very 
evident, and therefore it muſt be ſo. Is it evi- 
| _- dent 


Ca} 

dent that Faith muſt be irrational or cons 
trary to Reaſon, and that theirs could not be 
a rational Religion, becauſe they acted by Faith 
and believed what they could not ſee ? If this 
be a good Reaſon, it will follow, that all Faith 
as ſuch muſt be eſſentially and in its own Na- 
ture coatrary to Reaſon; and then it muſt be 
contrary to Reaſon in me or any others who 
have not ſeen Mr. Bradbury, to believe there is 
any ſuch Man in the World. He is not viſt 
ble to the handred thouſandth part of Man- 
kind, and the multitudes who have not, or 
cannot ſee him, muſt depend upon Teſtimony 
for his very Exiſtence; which according to 
him would be very irrational and contrary 
to Reaſon; and indeed Mr. Bradbury is ſo 
very myſterious and unaccountable a Gentle- 
man, that one could not in point of Charity 
have believed there had been any ſuch Perſon 
in the World, upon any human Teſtimony but 
his own. 


HE goes on, “ The Pcople who tell us 
ce that God commands nothing but what Na- 
© ture knows to be uſeful, and reveals no- 
“ thing but what it ſees to be evident, 
„ have caſt their Religion into another Mould 
© from that of thoſe Patriarchs who are col- 
* leted into the Rolls of Faith.“ 


Il WOULD here ask, not Mr. Bradbury, 
who is ſuppoſed to be out of reach and 
hearing, but the ſober impartial World, 
what he can poſſibly mean in this place by 
Nature, and the natural Man? If he means 
with the Scripture, the mere animal Man, the 
Body of Sin, the Fleſh, or the corrupt Principle 
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of Luſt, Appetite and brutal blind Impulſe, 
what he ſays muſt be this; the People who 
tell us that God commands nothing but what 
the Fleſh or brutal Appetite knows to be uſe- 
ful, and reveals nothing but what Senſe and 
Paſſion ſee to be evident, have caſt their Re- 
ligion into another Mould from that of thoſe 
Patriarchs who are collected into the Rolls 
of Faith, Now this is very true of thoſe 
imaginary People, and if there were any ſuch 
in the World I ſhould look upon them to be 
almoſt as great Paradoxes, and as much out of 
their wits as Mr. Bradbury: but as I have ne- 
ver ſeen or heard of any ſuch People, I am in 
great hopes that they exiſt only in this Preacher's 
mild Imagination, and that they can be the Ob- 
jects of nothing but Mr. Bradbury's Faith. If 
it ſhould be ſaid that by Nature and the natu- 
ral Man, he means Reaſon as employ'd about 
mere natural Objects, or Man conſidered as 
under the Light and Law of Nature only, 
without the farther additional Evidence of 
Revelation; then what he ſays muſt amount to 
this, that the People who tell us that God 
commands nothing but what Men knew before 
to be uſeful by the Light of Nature only, 
and reveals nothing but what was evident be- 
fore without any Revelation at all, have caſt 
their Faith into another Mould, &c. Now this 
is likewiſe very true of this other ſort of 
Chimerical People; but then theſe People are 
abſolutely Inviſible, and ſuch as Mr. Bradbury 
could never have diſcovered but by the exer- 
ciſe of a ſtrong and lively Faith. *Tis impoſ- 
ible to find any Excuſe for this Calumniator, 
while he endeavours to caſt ſo vile and ground- 
leſs a Reflection upon his Adverſaries, with- 

Out 


(14) 
out ſuppoſing him to be literally out of his 


wits z tho if he be ſo, one thing I am ſure of, 
that much Learning has not made him mad. 


SOME perhaps may be here apt to wonder 
how Mr. Bradbury came to miſtake the Beaſt for 
the Man, and to fall foul upon Reaſon under 
the Name and Character of Senſe, Appetite, and 
brutal Impulſe. To account for which, it muſt 
be conſider'd, that Reaſon had baſely affronted 
him, by laughing at his Faith, and having no 
other way to be revenged, he thought of this 
filly and ridiculous one; he goes to Scripture, 
and from thence fetches out the mere animal 
Nature, the Body of Sin, the Fleſh, or brutal Ap- 
petite, which Image of Belial he ſets up to the 


view of his Audience, crying out, See, my Be- 


loved! This is that Reaſon! That Traitor to 


God and Religion which my Adverſaries would 


make Lord and King in oppoſition to Faith! 
Thus he lays about him in his dark Vengeance, 


and having ſpent his Rage, and inflam'd the 
Paſſions of the People againſt this carnal ſenſual | 
Devil Reaſon, ke comes off at length with the 
Air of a Conqueror in the opinion of all thoſe 
who are blind and implicit enough to beliere 
that he has entirely vanquiſn'd his Enemy, and 
obtain'd a complete Victory over Reaſon, while | 
he has been only contradicting, befooling, and | 
expoſing himſelf. Mr. Bradbury it ſeems walks | 
by Faith; but he owns that his Faith ſees neither 
by Senſe nor Reaſon : and ſince there are no 0- | 


ther known Faculties, or conceivable Ways of 


ſceing, muſt not the Blind here lead the Blind? | 


Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen; the 
Evidence to what ? not to the Faculty of Eye- 
ſight doubtleſs, becauſe then it could not o 
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Faith; nor to the Faculty of Reaſon neither, 
according to this Preacher, whoſe Faith is as 
contrary ” Reaſon as It is to Senſe : It contaĩns 
Doctrines that Reaſon cannot ſubſcribe to, and 
Duties that Reaſon cannot ſubmit to. What 
Power or Faculty of the Soul then is it by 
which we muſt perceive the Objects, ſubſcribe 
and aſſent to the Doctrines, and ſubmit to the 
Duties of Faith ? why truly by the Faculty of a 
ſtrong and blind Perſuaſion. And thus we muſt 
perceive without perceiving, aſſent without ra- 
tional Proofs, and receive things upon Evidence 
without Evidence. Here then is Faith without 
Faith, Reaſon without Reaſon, and a Gentle- 
man whoſe Faith and Reaſon run exactly parallel 
from one end of infinite Darkneſs and Confuſion 
to the other. *Tis very diverting to obſer ve 
how in his Diſtraction he toſſes and bandies 
about the Word Faith; *tis his whole Talent, 
and yet he knows not what to do with it. If 
you take this Word from him, he can fay 20- 
thing; and if you allow him the Uſe of the 
Word, he can make nothing of it. 


NOW tho it is evident that Mr. Bradbury's 
Faith is not the Faith mention'd in his Text, 
but a blind implicit Creature of his own Ima- 
gination ; yet it muſt be own'd that this Faith 
of his is a ſtronger thing, and capable of "—_ 
Ing much greater Wonders than the Faith of tho 
Elders who obtain'd a good Report. The Elders 
by their Faith have ſlain their thouſands, but 
Mr. Bradbury his ten thouſands. By his Faith he 
can reaſon againſt Reaſon, and maintain his 
Cauſe by loſing it: By his Faith he can prove that 
the moſt demonſtrative Principles of Reaſon 
are contrary to Reaſon ; and that Reaſon can by 

no 
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no means aſſent or ſubſcribe to the Truth of this 


Propoſition, that God cannot lye: By his Faith 


he makes it evident that God may reveal Con- 
traditions, and yet that what he reveals is not 
reveal'd or diſcover'd to us at all: By his Faith 
he can believe or aſſent to what he has not the 
leaſt Idea or Conception of, and make It evident 
that thoſe 'who have nor ſuch a Faith cannot be 
Chriſtians : By his Faith he can prove that Noah, 
Abraham, and all thoſe holy Men who beliey'd 
the Promiſes, and obey'd the Commands of 
God, acted herein irrationally, or contrary to 
Reaſon, leaving Certainties for Uncertainties, 
and chuſing a leſſer Good in oppoſition to a 
greater : By his Faith he builds Chriſtianity upon 
the Ruins of natural Religion, and ſets the Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel in oppoſition to the eter- 
nal immutable Laws of God and Reaſon ; and by 
the Power of this Enthuſiaſm he can ſecure to 
himſelf Wiſdom without Ideas, Certainty with- 
out Knowledge, Truth without Evidence, and 


Faith without Judgment or Diſcretion :. In ſhort, 


by his Faith he can do every thing, whether it is 
poſſible or impoſſible z believe every thing, whe- 
ther it is credible or incredible; and fay any 
thing in the World, whether it be evidently 
true, or evidently falſe. | 


BUT I ſhall now take a little more particu= | 


lar notice of the Inſtances he brings from Scrip- 
ture, and the Application he makes of them to 
the four grand Articles of his Creed already 
mention'd ; from whence it will plainly appear 
that I have not fix'd the Ridicule upon him 
without ſufficient Reaſon, 
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T O ſhew that Faith is an Obedience to un- 
reaſonable Commands, or to ſuch Commands as 
Reaſon cannot comply with, he begins with 
quoting a Part of our. Saviour's Diſcourſe in the 
6th of John, where he talks ſo much of the 
Neceſſity of eating his Fleth, aud drinking his 
Blood, in order to eternal Life; declarins that 
his Fleſh is Meat indeed, and nis Blood is Driak 
indeed; that he is the true Bread which came 
down from Heaven, of which whoſoever cateth 
ſhall never die, with much more to the ſame 
purpoſe. It muſt be evident to any one who 
will but look into the Account, that thoſe car- 
nal Jews who took offence at this Diſcourſe, 
having no Thought or Concern about any thing 
but their Bellies, and being too ſtupid to cone 
ſider any thing of an abſtra@ ſpiritual Nature, 
underſtood our Saviour all along in the groſs 
literal Seaſe; and from hence they concluded, 
that if they were to ſubſiſt only upon this Man's 
Fleſh and Blood, they muſt needs be ſtarved : 
upon which they went away in great haſte aud 
paſſion to look for ſome better Maintenauce, 
without giving our Saviour any proper Opportu- 
nit y of reQifying the ir Miſtake. Now Mr. Brad- 
bury, in order to repreſent the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel as abſurd and contrary to Reaſon, 
eſpouſes this ſtupid Error of thoſe Jews, as 
if the real Doctrine which our Saviour here 
preaches, had been in it ſelf as abſurd and con- 
tradictory as it muſt have been upon their miſ- 
taken Suppoſition; and hereupon he cries out, 
that it was by Faith they did the things that were 
ſe aſtoniſhing. But by his leave, there was no- 
thing aſtoniſning in it but the Stupidity of 
thoſe car nal Fews, who underſtood that of a 

OE = literal, 


he rejects the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation be- 


18) 
literal, which was meant only of a figurative 
eating and drinking; than- which indeed no- 
thing could he more aſtoniſhing, unleſs it is 
Mr. Bradbury's aſtoniſhing Abuſe and Miſappli- 
cation of this Scripture-Teſtimony. _ 


IT falls out here very unluckily for him, 
that cither this Inſtance is nothing at all to 
his purpoſe, or elſe the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation is true, and a neceſſary Article of 
the Chriſtian Faith. If he could make out this 
laſt, it would indeed be exactly to his Purpoſe; 
and therefore J hope he will ſometime or other 
undertake it, in order to finiſh+his Uſefulneſs, 
and ment the Character of his aſtoniſhing 
Faith, 2 


*T IS evident to me, that he can have no 
reaſon in the World, upon his own Principles, 
to reject this popiſh Doctrine. He cannot ſay 
with any Grace, that he rejects it becauſe tis 
irrational, abſurd, or contrary -to Reaſon; for 
he knows very well that the moſt aſtoniſhing 
Abſurdities, how contrary ſoever to Reaſon or 
common Senſe, may yet be true, in'conſequence 
of Revelation. If he ſhould ſay that he rejeas 
It not becauſe it is contrary to Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe *tis contrary to Faith; this Reaſon in him 
mult be ridiculous : for ſince by Faith here he 
can only mean his own Faith, or his own Per- 
ſuaſion, this could only amount to ſaying, That 


cauſe he rejects it. And whenever he ſhall think 
fit to give any better Reaſon for it than this, 


I am ſure he muſt act contrary to the Nature of 
What he now calls Faith. x 
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THE next Inſtance he brings, to ſhew that 
Faith is exerciſed in obedience to Commands 
that Reaſon cannot comply with, is the Caſe of 
Noah, who being warned of God concerning things 
net ſeen as yet, prepared an Ark, for the ſaving of 
his Houſe, _ | 1 


GOD having reſolved to deſtroy the old 
World by an univerſal Deluge, declares his 
Purpoſe to Noah, favouring him in ſo extraor- 
dinary and ſignal a manner, as to give him ſuf- 
ficient Time, and direct him in the building an 
Ark, for the Security of himſeif and his Fa- 
mily; by which Noah was to have the Honour 
of being the Father of a new World, and be- 
ſdes eſcaping a temporal DeftruQion, intitle 
himſelf to 'the Happineſs and Glory of Life 
eternal, Now Mr. Bradbury thinks this Com- 
mand of God to be very unreaſonable, and that 
Noah ated contrary to the Light and Law of 
Nature in ſubmitting to it: he ſappoſes Noah 
with very good reaſon to argue againſt God, e- 
ven while he knew it to be the Command of 
God; for this is eſſential to the Caſe, and en- 
ters into his very Suppoſition. Even after 
that God had abſolutely declared that he 
would drown the World, Noah's Reaſon direc- 
ted him, contrary to the Light of Nature, and 
all the Principles of Self-preſervation, to chuſe 
rather to periſh in the Waters, than build an 
Ark, if God would have vouchſafed him that 
Favour ; for thus rationally does he ſuppoſe 
Noah to argue againſt God and Reaſon, p. 8. 
* Lord, let me not be ſo long about it; I 
** had better preſs the World with Exhorta- 
:* tions to Sobriety, Temperance, and Godli- 
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& neſs : A few moral Diſcourſes upon the Heads 
„ of Moral Virtue may do 'em ſome Good. 
« If I muſt be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, the 
« moſt likely way to win them is by Sermons 
« about Natural Religion; but the building of 


c an Ark will appear to them ſo extravagant 


<« and whimſical, that after I have touch'd the 
4 Hammer, they will heed nothing that I can 
e | 7 


HERE Mr. Bradbury having made Noah 
talk like a Fool, 'or a Madman, appeals to 
his Audience, as he now does to the World, 
whether this muſt not have been reckoned a 
mighty five rational Harangue. As rational 
doubtlcis' as Mr. Bradbury's Faith, i. e. quite 
contrary to Riaſon. Had Noah's Reaſon been 
the ſame with our Preacher's, he mult have pe- 
riſh'd with the reſt of the World, and have 
choſen Deſtruction for fear of being laugh'd at. 
For ſuppoſing i ever ſo reaſonable in Noah 
to conclude that ihe World would lavgh at 
him, and diſregard his Preaching, yet ſtill he 
mult think them very ſottiſh and unreaſonable 
for ſo doing; and it muſt appear reaſonable for 
him to provide for his own Security. And 
whatever might be the Conſequeiice of Noab's 
building the Ark with reſpect to the Laughter 
and Ridicule of the World about him, I verily 
believe the World could not then have laugh'd 
at Noah more, than they will now at Mr Brad- 
bury for theſe Irradiations of his natural Light. 


NOAH acted upon this eternal unchangea- 
ble Frinciple of Reaſon, That God cannot lye. 
Upon this rational Ground of Truth, his Under- 
Tandigg or Kcaſom aſſented to what Ged on 
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declared; and ſo he built an Ark upon the prin⸗ 


ciple of Self. preſervation, which J hope is a 


Principle of Reaſon: And therefore Mr. Brad- 
bury, when he comes ſoberly to bethink himſelf, 
muſt reſtore Reaſon to its Uſe and Office in 
Matters of Revelation; or elſc Faith, I mean the 
Chriſtian Faith, is as inevitably loſt aud gone, 
as the People who periſh'd in the Deluge. 


I CANNOT let it paſs here without a Re- 


mark, that Mr. Bradbury ſpeaks of Noab's preach- 


ing Sobriety, Temperance, and Godlineſs to the 
World with an Air of Ridicule; as if this had 
been the leaſt part of Noah's Buſineſs as a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs, and a thing about which he ought 
to have been very little concern?d. But what does 
this Enthuſiaſt think that Noah was to preach to 
the World? Why perhaps he imagines that his 
main Buſineſs was to preach the Righreouſneſs of 
modern Orthodoxy, the Antinomian Scheme of 
Juſtification, the Neceſſity of Faith without 
Reaſon, and other ſach like Abſurdities, con- 
trary to the Light and Law of Nature. But be- 
cauſe no ſuch Doctrines are yet reveal'd, at leaſt 
with reſpect to the Diſpenſation of that time, 
Mr. Bradbury will perhaps be thought to have 
ridicul'd himſelf, if he does not befriend the 
World with what may have been communicated 
w bim by immediate Revelation upon this 
alr, 


'TIS evident that the adorable Perfections 
of God himſelf, . for which we eſpecially love 
and praiſe him, are moral Perfections: And 
that the Conformity of our Mind to this moral 
Rectitude of the divine Nature, is the very 
ellential conſtitutive Happineſs and A 
"Frog N 
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of every intelligent Being. Even Faith in Chriſt 
is of an inferiour Nature to this, as being only 
the Means to obtain it; and therefore St. Paul 
declares all Faith to be inferiour to Charih. 
Yet this Godlineſs, or moral Conformity of our 
Hearts and Wills to the Nature and Will of 


God is what this Believer, this truly primitive 


Saint, laughs at, and deſpiſes, in compariſon to 
his blind unreaſonable Faith. The inward moral 
Conformity and Obedience of the Heart and 


Conſcience to the Will of God may be the Re. 


ligion of Deiſts, Socinians, Arians, and all He- 


reticks, as it was certainly the Religion of our 


Saviour himſelf ; but this it ſeems is what our 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs has very little to do 
with. 


THE next Inſtance produced to prove the 


| Oppoſition and Incoaſiſtency betwixt Faith and 


Reaſon, is the Caſe of Abraham, who was fo 


blind aud unreaſonable as to believe in God, 


and follow him up and down the World he 
knew not whither ; by which Conduct, in the ac- 
count of this Believer, Abrabam acted contrary 
to all the Dictates and Principles of Reaſon, 
by leaving Certainties for Uncertainties. What 
he offers under this Head is ſo ridiculous à Ban- 
ter upon common Senſe, that I ſhall only anſwer 
it by putting a parallel Caſe. 


SUPPOSE then ſome great and good Man, 
tho he be not omnipotent and omniſcient, as his 
Grace of Canterbury for inſtance,” or any other, 
ſhould engage his Word and Honour to Mr. 
Bradbury, that if he would go a little way with 
him, and follow his Directions from time to 


time, he would be ſure to protect and take care 
5 Ol 
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of him, and at length bring him to a place 


where he would ſettle upon him, under Hand 
and Seal, 1000 J. per Ann. and at the ſame time 


HAYS, gy 


ſecure to him the Inheritance in Reverſion of 


one of the beſt Roy:lties in the Kingdom; muſt 


it not be very unreaſonable now in Mr. Bradbury, 


(who has a hand ſome Maintenance already) to 
accept of ſuch an Offer as this, and thereby 
leave a Certainty for an Uncertainty, to dance 
about after his Grace of Canterbury no one knows 
whither ? Aid if it would be unreaſonable 
in this Caſe, when there is no more than a hu- 
man Security, doubtleſs it muſt be much more 
unreaſonable, where the Promiſe is ſuppoſed to 
be from God himſelf, and the Security and Re- 
ward iufinitely greater. 


AS to Abraham's offering up his Son, which 
is another Inſtance he gives, p. 11. it is evident 
that in this Caſe Abrabam proceeded upon the 
higheſt and beſt Security that could poſſibly 
have been given to his Underſtanding or Rea- 
ſon, even the ſure infallible Word and Promiſe 
of God. He knew that what God had promiſed he 
Was alſo able to perform. He knew that God 
could have rais'd up his Son again from the 
Dead, and even in that Caſe as eaſily have made 
good the Promiſe as if he had never been ſlain. 
Upon this rational Security Abraham's Obe- 


dience was equally an Act of Faith and of Rea- 
lon, and any Man in the like Caſe, who would 
have exerciſed his Reaſon *, and not have judged 
by Senſe or Paſſ.on, muſt have acted in the 
lame manner; tho at the ſame time to have 
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- ated thus without the like Security, only upon 


a ſtrong blind Per ſuaſion, would not have been 
a rational Faith, but Enthuſiaſm. But our 
Preacher declares that this Caſe of- Obedience 


is more incomprehenſible to human Reaſon than any 


Myſtery that ever was reveal'd in the Old Teſta- 


ment or the New. How a thing that is in- 


comprehenſible to human Reaſon ſhould be 
reveal d, and. diſcover'd to human Underſtand. 
ings, is a Myſtery which Mr. Bradbu y or ſome 
body elſe for bim would do well to reveal. 
However, if this Cafe of Abraham's Qbe- 
dience be the greateſt of Myſteries, I hope he 
will never more blame his Adverſaries for 


denying Myſteries. But let him pretend what 


he will, he is himſelf the greateſt Myſtery of 
all, | 


HERE Mr. Bradbury was come to his 
ne plus ultra, for tho he goes on upon the o- 
ther three Articles of his Cieed, yet he offers 
not one word of Proof beyond what has been 
already conſidered. And having fo fully o- 
pened himſelf at the very Eiitrance, he might 
be reaſonably excuſed from ſaying more ii fo 
plain a Caſe. ; | 


NO W from all this I think it muſt be plain 
that what he has proved is the quite contrary 


to what he pretended to prove from all the 


Inſtances he has produced. It evidently ap- 
pears, that the Religion of thoſe Patriarchs, whoſe 
Names are collected into the Rolls of Faith, Was 
ever a rational Religion, and this in the 
only ſenſe that the word is now uſed or ever has 
been uſed among u,; and the World will now 


ſee what Mr. Bradbury has got by uſing wu 
| ; wor 
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word in any other ſenſe. Had he pretended to 
prove that Faith is irrational or conrraty to 
Reaſon, becauſe the Eaxrih* revolves avour its 
Axis, or becanſe Graſs grows upon the [ops 
of Houſes, it had been more excuſabl- ; for 
this tho it could not have p:>ved the ning, 
would not however have infer'd the coutriry. 
But when a Man, in order ta prove one thing, 
ſhall bring Arguments and [nftaices ich all 
evidently demouſt!are the quire conryiry, TIS 
a ſhrewd ſign of his ſore Diſtreſs, and that he 
is under ſome anhappy Neceſſity of linking aud 
betraying his own Cauſe. 


Ma. BRADBURY having made it ont in 
his way, that Faith is contrary ro Reaſ-n, 
and that the Chriſtian Revelation 1a in 
direct oppoſition to the Light and Law of 
Nature; he proceeds to apply this impoftaat 
Doctrine to the Revolution, and the H..nnover- 
Succeſſion. And here | thiik the ſum of his 
Application plaialy amounts to this; that he 
ſhould have liked King W.!Lam well enough for 
his Faith and Prayers, if be had fought the 
Battels of the Lord, as f-ccefsfully as he did 
thoſe of the Nation but for want of this the 
Revolution, by means of a Toletation, bron-nt 
in a Torrent of Arminia niſm, a d even of So- 
cinianiſm upon us; and what is ſtill worſe, the 
Hannover=Succeſſion, by which this Arminianiim 
nas been heightened and nouriſhed up into 


 Arianiſm. 


DR. BURNET, how good a Friend ſo- 
ever he might be to his Country, m {ft cer- 
tainly have been a Traitor to God and Reli- 
gion; for this great Divine, and Politician, 

Was 
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tion of the French King and our Tory Mi- 
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was likewiſe a great Prophet, and foreſaw 
very well the diſmal Conſequences of ſettling 
the Crown upon the Houſe of Hannover, viz. 


that by an impartial Admiuiftration of Juſtice, 


and an equitable Liberty of Conſcience, Dark- 
neſs, Confuſion, and implicit Faith would be 
boldly ſtruck at, Reaſon, Light and Evidence 
ſet up in matters of Religion, and the Truth 
hereby left deſtitute of its only effeQual 
Arms of Defence, that is, Myſtery, Perſecution, 
Penal Laws, and the Terrors of this World. 
This aſpiring Believer illuminated with thick 
Darkneſs, having been baſely rejected as the 
Tool of one Party, plainly diſcovers an Incli- 
nation if he might but be thought worthy 
to be the Tool of another. Time was when 
the Diſſenters honoured him with their Accla- 
mations and Applauſes, as. thinking him a 
very proper Champion to be ſet againſt Dr. 
82 aud Luke Mn. But now ha- 
ving no farther occaſion for him upon that 
ſcore, they ungratefully forget all his noble 
Exploits, and great Services for God and his 
Country. Could any Man in England beſides 
Mr. Braabury, in that Hour of Diſtreſs, have 
brandithed the Sword of the Spirit in ſuch a 
manner as to make ſome People ravingly 


Mad, and others as extravagantly Merry ? 


Could any one but himſelf fo patly and per- 
tinently have apply'd all the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament to the down-fall and deſtruc- 


niſtry? And can we be ſecure that we ſhall 
never more ſtand in need of ſuch an Advo- 


cate? May not the Days of Darkneſs and 
Tribulation return upon us when we are 


leaſt aware, and our Fears once more ſhiver 
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us over the brink of Ruin? And O! what 
ſhould we not then give for one Bradbury!“ 
to ſtand in the Gap, to make up the Breach, 
to ſtrike our Enemies dead with harmleſs 
Thunder, and to imploy all the Powers of his 
mighty Faith in the Defence of our Religion 
and Liberties. 


I HOPE therefore the Gentlemen who 


are in the Diſſenting Intereſt will conſider 


what they do, and bethink themſelves before 
they part with Mr. Bradbury, whether they 
ſhall be able to ſupport the Cauſe without 
bim, If he ſhould in good earneſt turn a- 
gainſt them, and let them drop, what would 


become of them? He would make them pub- 


lick Examples of Virtue, true Religion, and 
good Senſe; he would expoſe them as Tral- 


tors to Myſtery and Perſecution, and as the 


vile Supporters of Chriſtian Liberty, and a 
rational intelligible Faith: he wculd fly in 
their Faces with Calumny and Scandal, and 
attack them with all the incomprehenſible in- 
vincible Artillery of unmeaniag Sounds, And 


what Power ſhall skreen them againſt ſuch 


Vengeance? O! where will they be found, 
when he ſhall clothe himſelf with Darkneſs, 
and his Adverſaries with Shame? | 


' BUT after all, methinks a Man who has 
driven matters to ſuch a deſperate Extremity, 
ſhould not be thought of much Conſequence 
to any Chriſtian Cauſe whatever. If I thought 
him under any Influence or Government, I 
ſhould ſtand amazed at his Friends in Len- 
don for ſuffering him thus to expoſe himſelf, 


his Party, and all Religion; ſince J am ſure 
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it is impoſſible to defend either the Doctrines, 


or the Duties of Chriſtianity, upon his Prin- 
ciples. Can you, Gentlemen, think your ſelves 


honoured by a Dedication of Sermons, in which 
he declares the Chriſtian Doctrines to be ſuch, 
as deſtroy all the natural Ideas we have of God's 
Tuſtice? eſpecially now he has glven the fi- 
niſping Stroke to his deſtructive Scheme, by 
de ying Religion to be our reaſonable Service, 
and thereby epervated and taken off the Force 
of all the practical Motives and Inducements 
of the Golpel. The World I imagine will 
0 ex ect it from you, that you ſhould ei- 
thei J-/ 'y or Cenſure his Conduct; and 
ycur not doing the latter, muſt certainly, all 
Circumſtaiices conſidered, be looked upon as 
a Mark of your Approbation. | 
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There will ſpeedily be publiſhed, 


H E Caſe of Idolatry conſidered, - and ap- 

ply'd to the Trinitarian Controverſy ; 
proving that the contending Parties have pre- 
ciſely one and the ſame Object of Worſhip. 
To which is annex'd an Appendix, in anſwer 
to Sir Ricbard Blackmore's Modern Arians An- 
mad, &c. By the ſame Author, 
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